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None of the 855 m w li icb were n·n n•d could be iud U('ed to la;v 
f'ggs, though thP.Y WPre provided with Howers and fruits of prickly-pear. 
Some were placed in darkened cages, others iu cages e=".posed to sunlight. 
H one,r-producing llo11 ers were pbced in some of tlu· eageR in case fPe<ling 
11·as nPcessnr.'· to the midge~ !H·fore they eould oYiposit. l,arge u1n11ber;; 
were al8o eo11fined in 11 small "P<lce with pri('kly-pe:u flo1n·rs allCl fruits 

i11 a lamp glass, the top of '.dJich was covered with muslin, b;;t this plan 
11·ns also a faihur. 

9. SCAVENGING FLIES. 

(a) Study in the Field. 

P1·ickly-p~'ar injurl'd b:· t Le attach nf \,,.ring larvae O!' i,_,. other 
means form~ a faYorite hn:l·diug groull(l for !llll1lETons kiud" of ftirs 
wlwse larYae liw iH rotting vegetable material. The• maggots of these 
flies considerably increase the injury canserl by tlH· primary agent by 
cnlnrg:ing the tle1·:t:ying portion of the plant. Tbose reared frolll 
m11ggots f.,tmd in snch situnri,•ltS ill the EHitr·d Srates inelwlz•,i l'r)lucel7n 
c-''ITiens. 1·. ;ntsil7a, F. ,,.;rio. a:trl T'. fasn'ufu, 'l·hilst unidl'lttitic,J species 
f>f Yo/uct>llu were aho rem·r.:·.l in Argentina. This genus belongs to 
the family S.l/rphidrc. and other flies belonging to the same family 
reared from similar material included Copestylum. nwrginalum and 
Xeorondania sp. in the United States, Tem.norem spiniqrwn and T. 
scutel!a/rt ill the Argc11li1w. <ci:d Cr.>rioirles 0nulfa, Eristuli.\ snurmgdi, 
E. decori!s. nnd Ewnenrs sp. ;u Australia. 

Of tlH~ family Strat iumyidm thr following species were reared from 
maggots found in rotting cacti ~--IIermetia chrysopifu and H. illucens 
in the United States, l'appo a/exunrleTi in the Argentine and Neoe:raire!u, 
spinigerrr in "\.ustralia. •

1 
Snwll speeie.s of Do1so ;',~.belonging: ro .. r11e fa1~ily D~·osophili;I!Jit;.""' 

are a],,, "n'.V commonly n::·t >nth about der:n.\'Jllg cacti both Ill "\menea 
nnd in Australia. The maggots of these little flies live in the rotting 
joints of the pPar, and the adn1t~ fred. freely on the juices from the 
i njnred plants. 

Poif'!ilnr/olis bar7JI:fern uf the family IJ:·Iui:dw also romntrml,\ hret>ds 
in rotti1:g ]Wn1· in Queeitslnml. 

(b) Collection and Breeding in America. 

Larvae of numerous species were collected in rotting pear. found 
in the open and kept in cngPs till they r·onlrl he shipped to A uqtralia. 
Histerid lwl'tles were oftr•Jt pt·osent feed on the maggots. 

(c) Transport to Australia. 

I~arvae and pupae of Ternnocrra spi,igera were bronght from Argen­
tina by Dr. Johnston in Mareh, 1021. 


